Summer is here!
Dear families,
The end of the school year is nearly here. It has been
wonderful watching your child grow and progress each
day in class. It is hard to believe the year is already at
an end.
This packet is filled with many different fun and
engaging activities in reading, writing, and math to help
keep your child learning all summer long. These activities
are designed to practice the essential skills necessary
for success next year. I’ve designed the activities to be
short and easy-to-use because I know the summer
months can be busy. Please feel free to send me an
email if you have any questions about
t these materials.
Have a great summer!
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Skill Focus:
Social Studies & Reading Comprehension

Name: ______________________________

Celebrating Father’s Day
Father’s Day has only been an official holiday in the United States since 1972, though special days
honoring fathers have been celebrated in many countries for thousands of years. The first semiofficial celebration of Father’s Day was at a small church in West Virginia in 1908. The event
honored the fathers who had died in a coal mine fire the previous December. This was a one time
only celebration.
The next year, a woman named Sonora Smart Dodd organized a celebration of fathers throughout
the city of Spokane. Sonora Dodd wanted to honor her father who had raised his six children
alone after her mother’s death. She asked pastors around the city to all preach sermons honoring
fathers. She also got support from shopkeepers and local government officials to support the idea
of Father’s Day. The first Father’s Day in Spokane, Washington was celebrated on June 19, 1910.
The idea caught on, and annual Father’s Day celebrations were held in Spokane. President
Woodrow Wilson pressed a button in the White House that sent signals by telegraph to Spokane,
WA where a flag was unfurled to honor fathers. In 1924, President Calvin Coolidge tried to get
state governors to honor a day for fathers in states across the nation.
Even though efforts were being made to celebrate the important part fathers play in raising their
children, the fathers themselves were not excited about the holiday. They did not feel they
needed a commercial holiday to celebrate fatherhood. It was the success of the side of Mother’s
Day that finally made Father’s Day become an official holiday. Businesses that specialized in gifts
for men kept the idea of Father’s Day alive. President Lyndon Johnson made a presidential
proclamation in 1966 that declared Father’s Day would be observed across the United States on
the third Sunday in June. In 1972, President Richard Nixon turned the proclamation into a law
establishing Father’s Day as a national holiday.
Directions: Answer the questions about the article above.
1. What text feature helps the reader identify important vocabulary words?
A photos and captions
B bold text
C the title at the top
D italics
2. In the first paragraph, the prefix pre- in the word previous means A came before.
B during.
C came after.
D never happened
3. The author most likely wrote this passage to A teach the reader about how Father’s Day became a holiday.
B convince the reader to write a letter to their father.
C share an opinion about why everyone should celebrate Father’s Day.
D to teach about Sonora Dodd and her father.
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4. Which of these events was the first to happen?
A Father’s Day became a national holiday.
B President Woodrow Wilson unfurled a flag to honor fathers using a telegraph.
C Sonora Dodd started an annual celebration in Spokane, Washington.
D Sonora Dodd’s mother passed away.
5. According to the article, how many years passed between the small celebration in West Virginia
and the official law making Father’s Day a national holiday?
A 48
B 64
C 1908
D none of the above
6. Which of the following is a fact about the Sonora Dodd?
A Sonora is a fascinating woman.

B Sonora Dodd was raised by her father.
C Sonora Dodd was hardworking and dedicated to making Father’s Day a holiday.
D Everyone should learn about Sonora Dodd.
7. Based on the article, which of the following is true of both Nixon and Coolidge?
A Both men were president in the same decade.
B Both men thought Father’s Day should be a holiday.

C Both men enjoyed grilling on Father’s Day.
D All of the above
8. If the writer was going to add a paragraph about one of the topics below, which would be most
appropriate for this article?
A when Mother’s Day became a holiday
B why her dad is really cool.
C a special family vacation
D how people celebrate Father’s Day

SCORE:
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Skill Focus:
Social Studies & Reading Comprehension

Name: ______________________________

Flag Day
Did you know that our flag didn’t always look like it does now? The flag has changed many times
since the United States first became a country. Today’s flag has seven red stripes and six white
stripes. There have been 50 stars on the flag since 1959. This was when Alaska and Hawaii joined the
United States.
On June 14th, we celebrate Flag Day in the United States. This is a day that commemorates, or
celebrates, the day the United States started using the stars and stripes flag. Can you believe that
was way back in 1777?
The first flag had thirteen red and white stripes and a blue square with 13 white stars. There were 13
stars because there were only 13 states in the United States originally. Each time a new state joined
the United States, a new star was added on the blue background.
It is interesting that the colors of the flag did not have any meaning to the first flag makers. Now the
colors have meaning. White stands for being pure. The United States was a new country and was a
chance to start again, away from the mistakes made by other countries.
The red stands for valor, or courage. George Washington and the Founding Fathers showed a lot of
courage when they formed this new country. Many Americans have shown courage in defending
our country by serving in the military.
Blue stands for vigilance, perseverance, and justice. The blue square reminds us that Americans are
on alert for danger, we keep going through hard times, and that we are fair.
The next time you say the Pledge of Allegiance, or sing The Star Spangled Banner, look at the flag
and remember what it means to be an American.
Directions: Answer these questions about Flag Day using the article to help you.
1. Which of the following is a true statement about the flag based on the
article?
A The flag has always had 50 stars.
B The colors on the first flag had meaning to the designer.
C The flag has never had more than 15 stripes.
D All of the above
2. Which word from paragraph 2 helps the reader understand the meaning
of commemorates?
A started
B celebrates

C valor

© R. Davies
i (The Third Wheel) 2015

D interesting

3. Which of the following images would you be most likely to see included in the second paragraph
of this article?
A

B

C

D

4. The author probably wrote this article to–
A teach about why we celebrate Flag Day.
B persuade people to say the Pledge of Allegiance.
C entertain with a story about the Founding Fathers.

D teach about the history and meaning of the U.S. flag.

6. Which of the following is the best main idea for this article?
A The American flag is important to the history of the United States.
B The American flag has very special colors.
C The American flag has always looked like it does today.
D The American flag is in many places.

7. With which statement would the author most likely agree?
A The American flag will always look like it does today.
B Flag Day is an interesting holiday.
C Everyone should have an American flag.
D All of the above
8. Write two ways the flag has changed over time.
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Skill Focus:
Social Studies & Reading Comprehension

Name: ______________________________

School’s Out for Summer!
“No more homework, no more books. No more teacher’s dirty looks.” This can be heard in schools
around the country beginning at the end of May and continuing to the middle to end of June.
Summer vacation is a part of the fabric of life for most American students.
Many people think the current school calendar with a long summer vacation is based on the
agrarian, farming, pace of life in the early 1800s. If you think about it, this does not make sense.
Farmers are busiest in the spring when they plant their crops, and in the fall when they harvest their
crops. Children who worked on family farms were needed at home in the spring and fall because a
planting and harvesting are very labor-intensive. In other words, it takes a lot of work (and people) to
get the seeds planted and to pick the crops once they are grown. Farm families counted on their
children to help with these tasks, so the kids went to school in the summer and winter when plants
were growing or soil was resting.
The same time that children on farms were going to school only in winter and summer, children who
lived in the cities were going to school all year round. School was a safe place for children of poor
parents to be while the adults were working in factories and doing other jobs that were not safe for
children. However, children of wealthy parents were pulled out of school any time their parents
wanted to take a vacation. Many mothers took their children to cooler areas near water or
mountains during the summer months. This led to very different school experiences depending on
where you lived and what your parents did for a living.

In the mid-1800s, Horace Mann led a movement to standardize education in the United States.
Education reform laws went into place at the end of the 1800s that dictated the age children should
begin and end their schooling. As a part of these laws, a standard school calendar was set in place
so the school year around the country would be the same for all children. As a compromise
between the short school terms of farmers, and the long school years in the city, a long summer
vacation was introduced.
In the end, weather was what really played the biggest part in our long summer vacations. Before
air conditioning, schools , and cities, were stifling hot, in the summer. Many people wanted to find
cooler places to spend the summer, and so, summer vacation was born.
Directions: Answer these questions using the article to help you.

1. Why wasn’t a summer break good for farming families in the 1800s?
A They did not like to go on vacations.
B It was really hot and there was no air conditioning.
C The children needed to be off more in fall and spring to plant and harvest.
D They didn’t like the mountains.
2. In the second paragraph, agrarian means A eating only vegetables.
B farming.
C animals and plants.
D farmers.
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3. Which of the following images would you be most likely to see included in the second paragraph
of this article?
A

B

C

D

4. How was schooling different for children in farming areas than in the city in the 1800s?
A Children in farming areas went to school year round, but the city kids did not.
B The city kids had air conditioned schools, but the farm kids did not.
C The children in the city went all year long, while farm kids stayed home in fall and spring to help.

D Schooling was the same for both groups.

5. Which of the following is the best main idea for this article?
A Students have not always had a summer break.
B Summer break is the best part of the school year.
C Kids from farms should not get summer break.
D Kids in cities do not have air conditioners in their school.

6. In the fourth paragraph, dictated means A the person who rules a country
B a speech
C required
D held
8. Based on the article, do you think summer break is still needed? Explain.
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
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SCORE:

Skill Focus:
Social Studies & Reading Comprehension

Name: ______________________________

How to Spend Your Summer Vacation
Many people advocate for keeping the school calendar as it is because they argue that summer
vacation gives children a chance to have experiences they cannot have during the school year.
For many children, summer is a time when they can relax and explore hobbies and activities they
do not have time for during the school year.
Summer can be a time to get outside and explore nature. You can get a large container, soil, and
plants at a garden center and learn how to take care of plants. Different plants need differing
amount of water and sunlight. You might even grow some fruits or vegetables! Have you ever
gone exploring in the woods and then made a collage with things you find? When the weather is
hot, hiking in the woods can be a way to cool off. It’s especially nice when the hike ends at a
creek where you can play in the water.
Some families like to get together for large family reunions. This is when all of the members of an
extended family get together for an activity like a picnic or vacation. For some families with lots of
aunts, uncles, and cousins this means there are a lot of people running around! It can be
entertaining to see large groups of people all wearing the same funny family shirt.

Other people like to spend the summer inside exploring new places likes museums or restaurants.
This can be an especially good option when it is very hot outside. Plus, you can learn lots of things
about different cultures by visiting different places without even leaving your own town. Of course,
some lucky kids even get to travel on their summer vacation. However, this can be very expensive.
However you like to spend your vacation, be sure to look for ways to learn new things and try
activities you don’t have time for during the school year. You may discover a brand new talent
you didn’t know you had.
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Directions: Answer the questions about the article above.
1. What text feature helps the reader identify important vocabulary words?
A photos and captions
B bold text
C the title at the top
D italics
2. In the first paragraph, the word advocate meansA stand up for.
B lawyer.
C advertisement.
D take sides.
3. The author most likely wrote this passage to A give the reader suggestions for ways to help nature.
B teach the reader about summer and why kids don’t go to school
C inform the reader about ideas that can be fun to do in summer.
D persuade the reader to stay inside during their summer vacation.

4. What can we infer about restaurants and museums from this article?
A They are not great places to visit in your hometown.
B They are kept cool during the hot summer months.
C They can teach you many things.
D Both B and C.
5. According to the article, why is summer a good time for a family reunion?
A You can wear the same funny shirt.
B Children do not have school.
C You might discover a new talent.
D none of the above
6. Which of the following is not an activity mentioned in the article?
A picnic
B family reunion
C starting a garden
D boating
7. Which of the following statements from the article is not an opinion?
A It can be entertaining to see large groups of people all wearing the same funny family shirt.
B Different plants need differing amount of water and sunlight.
C It’s especially nice when the hike ends at a creek where you can play in the water.
D This can be an especially good option when it is very hot outside.
8. If the writer was going to add a paragraph about one of the topics below, which would be most
appropriate for this article?
A water-related activities to do in summer
B how to get school supplies
C what to wear in summer
D why summer is not a good season

SCORE:

© R. Davies (The Third Wheel) 2015

Skill Focus:
ABC Order

SUMMER WORD SORT
Directions: Cut and sort the words into ABC order.
Then record them in the box below.

1.
2.
3.

vacation
ice cream
swimming
hot

4.

sunshine

5.

popsicle

6.

outside

7.
8.

mosquito

9.

shorts

10.

camping

Name: ______________________________

Skill Focus:
ABC Order

OCEAN WORD SORT
Directions: Cut and sort the words into ABC order.
Then record them in the box below.

1.
2.
3.

whale
salt water
reef
shark

4.

coral

5.

shell

6.

starfish

7.
8.

current

9.

algae

10.

ocean

Name: ______________________________

Skill Focus:
ABC Order

BEACH WORD SORT
Directions: Cut and sort the words into ABC order.
Then record them in the box below.

1.
2.
3.

sandcastle
beach
seashell
tide

4.

sandal

5.

coast

6.

water

7.
8.

towel

9.

crab

10.

sunscreen

Name: ______________________________

Skill Focus:
ABC Order

Ice cream WORD SORT
Directions: Cut and sort the words into ABC order.
Then record them in the box below.

1.
2.
3.

sprinkles
cone
scoop
vanilla

4.

frozen

5.

chocolate

6.

toppings

7.
8.

sundae

9.

dish

10.

strawberry

Name: ______________________________

Skill Focus:
Making Words

SUMMER WORD MIX-UP #1

Directions: Cut and use the letter tiles to make as many words as
you can with the letters.

2 LETTER

3 LETTER

v
a

c
a
4 LETTER

5+ LETTER

t
i
o
n

Name: ______________________________

Skill Focus:
Making Words

SUMMER WORD MIX-UP #2

Directions: Cut and use the letter tiles to make as many words as
you can with the letters.

2 LETTER

3 LETTER

l
e

m
o
4 LETTER

5+ LETTER

n
a
d
e

Name: ______________________________

Skill Focus:
Making Words

SUMMER WORD MIX-UP #3

Directions: Cut and use the letter tiles to make as many words as
you can with the letters.

2 LETTER

3 LETTER

s

u
m

m
e
4 LETTER

5+ LETTER

r
t

i
m
e
Name: ______________________________

Skill Focus:
Making Words

SUMMER WORD MIX-UP #4

Directions: Cut and use the letter tiles to make as many words as
you can with the letters.

2 LETTER

3 LETTER

s

a
n

d
c
4 LETTER

5+ LETTER

a
s

t
l
e
Name: ______________________________

Skill Focus:
Parts of Speech

Name: _________________________

SUMMER GRAMMAR FUN
see

grow
skip

building

he

make

its

sun

create

beach

they

go
she
hers

shouldn’t

sweep

haven’t

flower

I’ll

listen

they’ll

don’t

won’t

run
sing

it

KEY

nouns = orange

possessives = yellow

pronouns = pink

contractions = white

verbs = blue

Skill Focus:
Parts of Speech

Name: _________________________

OCEAN GRAMMAR COLORING
enormous

don’t

won’t

isn’t

lovely

tall

ship
silly

little

man

tree
school

run

swim

KEY

nouns = purple

adjectives = yellow

possessives = orange contractions = white

verbs = blue

Sweet Summer Writing

Journal Starters

Write a letter to a friend or family member
about what you’ve done this week of summer
vacation. If you have the address, mail your
letter!
Go outside. Write a descriptive paragraph
about what you see. Be sure to include
sensory details.
Bugs are all around us no matter where we live
Imagine that you are an ant. Write about a
day in your life.
Write a personal narrative describing an
adventure you’ve had this summer.
Sometimes even the best plans do not work
out. Write a composition about a time when
things did not go your way this summer.
er.
If you could go anywhere in the world
d on
summer vacation, where would you go?
Explain.
Imagine your new teacher wanted to know
w
about you before the school year began.
began
an.
at t
they
Write a letter to tell him or her what
should know about you.
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Skill Focus:
Factors

Name: ______________________________

Race to the Beach
Directions: Color the numbers divisible by 2 to help the boy reach the beach.

START

70 17

12 36 47

3

51 42 89 35

71

4

44 82 22 59 73

58 45

66 53

11

24

98 40 21 13

6

3

49

15 63 51

5

7

29 85

81 19

59 77 69 91 57

45 19 33 42 77

41 23

61 85

99 89 73 10 26 38

9

Finish

Skill Focus:
Place Value

Name: ______________________________

Ice Cream Cone Conversion
Directions: Write the standard form of each number on the cone.

Two million,
fifty thousand,
twenty

Forty-three
thousand,
ninety

400,000 +
20,000 + 300 +
50 + 4

Eight million,
ninety-nine

Three hundred
thousand, one
hundred two

15 thousands
8 hundreds
9 ones

100,000 +
40,000 + 6,000 +
70 + 3

1 million
70 ten thousands
6 thousands
50 ones

1 million
12 thousands
6 hundreds
1 ten

300,000 + 4,000 +
500 + 2

Fourteen
thousand,
twenty-two

Two hundred
thousand, six
hundred
thirteen

Skill Focus:
Subtraction

Name: ______________________________

Sunshine Subtraction

Directions: Solve each problem. Use orange to color the suns that have a
difference that is odd.

1,246
-934

7,467
- 4,178

5,697
- 3,495

6,987
- 2,231

5,964
- 596

2,394
-986

3,384
- 111

6,845
- 234

5,607
- 709

1,457
- 948

4,596
- 399

9,999
- 7,777

Skill Focus:
Multiplication

Name: ______________________________

Popsicle Products
Directions: Solve each problem. Color the popsicles that have an odd product
red. Color all the even products purple.

12
x3

15
x2

26
x4

14
x3

16
x4

58
x8

67
x6

19
x4

25
x8

43
x4

59
x7

72
x9

82
x4

14
x7

58
x6

18
x5

20
X5

81
X9

11
x 11

45
x 10

25
x5

15
x4

62
x7

36
x9
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Skill Focus:
Multiplication

Name: ______________________________

Multiplication Maze

Directions: Begin at START. Solve the maze by following the path that shows the
solution to each problem. Continue until you reach the FINISH. Color the path you
took.

START
12 x 4

36

48
10 x 6

60

132

89

12 x 11

162

8 x 15

138

9x7

13 x 7

19 x 4

120

6x7

91

8x8

6x8

48

84

12 x 8

96

44

48

63

15 x 5
75

42

89

52

48

76

90

94
13 x 4

15 x 4

12 x 6
87

60

98
18 x 9

45

44

66
14 x 7

8x6

34 x 2
68

62

FINISH

Digital

Resources

The list below contains digital resources that are free and
perfect for supporting your child as they prepare to
transition to the next grade.

Website

Link

Xtramath.org
Math Fact Practice

www.xtramath.org

ReadWorks
Reading Passages

www.readworks.org

SumDog
Math Games

www.sumdog.com

Khan Academy
Digital Math Instruction

www.khanacademy.org

Power Proofreading
Passage Editing

www.eduplace.com/kids/hme/k_5

Spelling Connections
Spelling Activities

www.spellingconnectionsonline.com

Arcademic Skills
Math Games

www.arcademicskillbuilders.com/game
s/math/

Dance Mat Typing
Typing Practice

www.bbc.co.uk/schools/typing

Time for Kids
Science & Social Studies

www.timeforkids.com
om

ABCYa
Learning Games
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www.abcya.com

